for the Diploma. These pilot courses and examinations having proved so successful, and more especially so rewarding as regards the response to systematic instruction, it was decided to establish a Board of Education and Examination in Mortuary Hygiene and Technology to have the responsibility for the contents of the syllabus and the duration of the period of instruction and for the type of examination. From the outset the examination was designed to meet the special needs of the candidates: the oral examination, relating mainly to practical work, ranks equally with the written paper and indeed, initial nervousness being overcome, is the more reliable guide to the merit of the candidates wholly unacquainted with examination procedure. The Board is formed of members representing each of the main interests in pathology, the Pathological Society, the Association of Clinical Pathologists, and the College of Pathologists, and two pathologists representing the Royal Institute. Throughout, the Central Pathology Committee of the Ministry of Health was kept informed of events and progress, and this Committee has contributed most helpful advice and given full support to the upgrading of mortuary attendants and porters to become post-mortem room technicians, and agreed the schedule of duties that these technicians should perform and also the suggested scale of remuneration of the various grades proposed.
This great measure of support and unanimity among pathologists has proved of great value now that the matter of upgrading to technician status is being handled by the Trade Unions in the Ancillary Staffs Council of the Whitley machinery.
In the winter and spring terms of 1964-5 two further full courses of instruction were conducted in London for the Metropolis and the Home Counties and in Glasgow for candidates in that city and the west of Scotland. The examination questions were agreed by the Board members and the written papers marked in London and subsequently by the independent local external examiners who conducted the oral examination with the internal examiners. As a result of these examination there are now a further 31 post-mortem technicians with the Diploma and 11 with the Certificate. Of 45 candidates only three were referred for further instruction. At the recent examinations in Bury and in Southampton, at the conclusion of pilot courses conducted there for small groups, 10 more candidates secured the Diploma and one the Certificate, making the total now qualified 72 with the Diploma and 18 with the Certificate. Two candidates given instruction over the course of the syllabus in Dorchester await examination.
In response to a comprehensive, informative and enquiring letter from the Secretary of the Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene to all morbid anatomists or senior pathologists, many pathologists intimated theirdesire for their mortuary attendant to receive instruction to enable them to enter for the examinations of the Royal Institute. A few indicated their willingness to take part in arranging and conducting courses of instruction on their own or in conjunction with their neighbouring colleagues. Unfortunately the number of those offering in this way did not permit a general beginning to be made in the autumn of 1964. Offers to undertake instruction are again invited.
However, the results of the examinations so far are encouraging and they refute the suggestion that those over 50 years old among the mortuary attendants will not submit to examination. The results demonstrate clearly that there is a desire and a need for qualifications by mortuary attendants, who by their additional duties are indeed post-mortem room technicians. Their duties today include the care of specimens for all kinds of examinations-bacteriological, chemical, and histological -and they have the care of case-notes, the care of the mortuary and post-mortem room registers, and they possess valuable working knowledge of the certificates relating to death, including cremation, and affecting removal of eyes for corneal grafting, as well as for the disposal of the dead in cases of anthrax or smallpox and of patients dying during treatment with radioactive gold.
It should be abundantly clear now that these invaluable members of a service ancillary to medicine have indeed come a long way in the last two decades and the old conception of their being associated with the undertaker's shilling should be dispelled for ever. 
